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SUBJECT: PROMINENT TORY, JIM GILLIES, WILL NOT RUN IN 
NEXT ELECTIONS 

1 . PROGRESSIVE CONSERVATIVE (PC) ELECTORAL PROSPECTS 
WERE DEALT A BLOW APRIL 12 WHEN PROMINENT PC MEMBER JIM 
GILLIES ANNOUNCED THAT HE WOULD NOT SEEK REFLECTION IN HIS 
METRO-TORONTO RIDING. GILLIES CITED DESIRE TO SPEND MORE 
TIME WITH HIS FAMILY AND TO RETURN TO TEACHING CAREER AS 
REASONS FOR HIS DECISION. IN HIS WARM LETTER OF RESIGNA- 
TION TO TORY LEADER JOE CLARK, HE EXPRESSED CONFIDENCE 

IN TORY CHANCES OF WINNING COMING NATIONAL ELECTIONS. 

2. COMMENT: WE TAKE GILLIES' STATED REASONS FOR RESIGN- 
ING AT FACE VALUE SINCE HE HAS A YOUNG FAMILY AND IS DIS- 
TRESSED BY INROADS HIS POLITICAL ACTIVITIES HAVE HAD ON 
HIS PERSONAL LIFE. AT THE SAME TIME, WE ASSUME THAT 
GILLIES PRIVATELY FEELS THAT TORY CHANCES IN NEXT ELECTIONS 
ARE NOT GOOD AND THAT COMPETING PRIVATE CONSIDERATIONS OUT- 
WEIGH PROSPECTS FOR CONTINUING ROLE IN OPPOSITION. IN 

ANY CASE, GILLIES' DECISION IS A SERIOUS PSYCHOLOGICAL 
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AND ELECTORAL BLOW TO THE TORIES. GILLIES WOULD HAVE BEEN 
ONLY INCUMBENT TORY TO RUN IN 23-SEAT AREA OF METRO- 
TORONTO. HE WAS, MOREOVER, REASONABLY ASSURED OF RE- 
ELECTION. FURTHER, AS CHAIRMAN OF SHADOW CABINET AND 
ENERGY CRITIC, GILLIES HAS HAD HIGH AND RESPECTED PROF IL E 
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